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THE VIOLETTE DE MAZIA FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES ITS NEW YOUTH EDUCATION PROGRAMMING AT B.B. COMEGYS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN PHILADELPHIA

“Look and See Program”
WAYNE, PA – December 16, 2009 – This school year the Violette de Mazia Foundation is presenting its “Look and See Program” for fourth graders at B.B. Comegys Elementary School.  The classes meet once a week, in Room 307, Thursdays, 2-3 p.m.  They began September 17th, 2009, and run through May 20th, 2010.  The children are learning a unique objective method of visual understanding that will be reinforced with field trips to the Barnes Foundation and the Philadelphia Museum of Art thanks to Art Speaks!, a program aligned with the school district of Philadelphia’s core curriculum in literacy and visual arts. 

Each class gives students practice in discovering and describing aesthetic qualities in works of art and everyday experience.  They learn to evaluate what is a work of art and why.  They also identify and state the expressive meaning in works of art. In so doing, the students master and use specific vocabulary, write descriptions of works of art, and develop visual products to define specific concepts.
Jennifer Ramsden, the participating teacher, says the program “gives the children an opportunity to experience art in a new way.  They are excited about it and look forward to it each week, and so do I.”

The Violette de Mazia Foundation teaches creative thinking. The Foundation is an arts education institution sponsoring programs and activities that teach an objective approach to aesthetic appreciation. The Foundation is based on the belief that education is a lifelong activity of growth, development, and change; that life and art are inextricably linked; and that enriching this aspect of our lives is a prerequisite to developing an engaged society. Since its establishment, the Violette de Mazia Foundation has enrolled students from all walks of life: from academics and senior citizens, to school students and prison inmates. 
Currently the Foundation is expanding its programming into local area school districts to provide art education lessons for underserved children.  
For information, please contact the Violette de Mazia Foundation at 610-971-9960, e-mail LFishel@demazia.org or visit www.demazia.org.
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