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Latest Mural Arts Program Project Inspired by Poetry and 

Prison Art Program
WHAT:
Poetry and art now meet on the walls of the Visiting Room for seniors and the disabled at the State Correctional Institution at Graterford. In a dedication ceremony on Thursday, Jan. 15 at 2 p.m., Jane Golden, director of the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program, Marcelle Pick, president of the Violette de Mazia Foundation (VDMF) and representatives of SCI Graterford will unveil this latest project sponsored by the Violette de Mazia Foundation and created by Mural Arts Program artist Eric Okdeh and inmate-artists at SCI Graterford.
Eric Okdeh and 17 inmate-artists at SCI Graterford have spent six months creating the Visiting Room mural, inspired by discussions and poetry workshops conducted with inmate-artists at SCI Graterford and delinquent youth from Saint Gabriel’s Hall, a residential placement facility. Haiku written during these sessions were the inspiration for the mural and are featured as part of the overall mural.
WHO:
Founded in 1984, the City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program is the nation's largest public arts initiative of its kind. After 25 years of life-changing and internationally acclaimed accomplishments, including the creation of over 2,800 murals, Mural Arts has become an integral part of Philadelphia's landscape and a source of inspiration to the thousands of residents and visitors who encounter them, earning Philadelphia world-wide recognition as the “City of Murals.”  Each year, the Mural Arts Program engages over 100 communities in the transformation of neighborhoods through the mural-making process while its award-winning, free art education programs annually serve nearly 2,000 youth at sites throughout the city and at-risk teens through education outreach programs.  Mural Arts also serves juvenile and adult offenders in local prisons and rehabilitation centers, using the restorative power of art to break the cycle of crime and violence in our communities.  
For the past five years, Eric Okdeh has been working with inmate-artists at SCI Graterford as part of the Mural Arts Program’s prison outreach program, teaching mural making skills and the fundamentals of drawing and painting, and creating murals. This past year he and the inmate-artists at SCI Graterford created five Mural Arts Programs projects.

The Violette de Mazia Foundation which sponsored the mural has been conducting art appreciation courses at SCI Graterford for several years. Through education programming VDMF works to promote projects and activities that guide, teach, advance and support an objective interpretation and appreciation of art. Using the Socratic Method, the programming advances the theories, methods and approaches developed by Dr. Albert C. Barnes, Violette de Mazia and John Dewey. 

WHEN: 
Thursday, Jan. 15, 2009, at 2 p.m.
WHERE: 
State Correctional Institution at Graterford 
Graterford, PA 19426
# # #
A driving force behind the Barnes Foundation’s education program for more than 50 years, Violette de Mazia was the former Director of Education and former Vice President of the Board of Trustees at the Barnes in Merion, Pa. Established in 2005, the Violette de Mazia Foundation is a charitable foundation under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is affiliated with various educational institutions and art programs in Southeastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. To learn more about the Violette de Mazia Foundation and its education programs, call 610-971-9960 or visit www.demazia.org.






