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SEE ART LIKE YOU’VE NEVER SEEN IT BEFORE
The Violette de Mazia Foundation announces its spring seminars in 
art and aesthetic appreciation
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WAYNE, Pa. – December 23, 2008 – The average art museum patron will probably spend more time reading a painting’s description than actually looking at the work of art. This January, join the Violette de Mazia Foundation (VDMF) on an educational journey which will teach you how to read the painting instead of the description using the objective method for appreciating art initially developed by Dr. Albert Barnes, John Dewey and Violette de Mazia.
The Violette de Mazia Foundation offers classes for every skill level, from the curious beginner to the experienced art alumnus. Participants need nothing more than curiosity, sincere interest, and a serious commitment to “staying the course.” Classes are held once a week for approximately 15 weeks. Courses are predicated on the belief that education is a lifelong activity of growth, development and change and that life and art are inextricably linked. The VDMF Foundation offers courses of study to anyone interested in aesthetics using the Socratic objective method.

The VDMF courses are offered on a scholarship basis to applicants and are complimentary except for nominal registration and material fees. The seminars entitled “Learning to See the Art in Art,” “Informed Perception,” “The Traditions,” and “Mastering the Method” teach students to appreciate the relationship between art and daily life and encourage an objective approach to seeing the “art in art.” The courses build on one another; therefore, it is necessary to take them in sequential order. 
“We are very pleased to able to build on our partnerships with local art centers, museums and educational institutions,” says Ross Mitchell, VDMF’s executive director. “Our courses are meant to encourage a lifelong love and appreciation of art, which we strive to promote through the wealth of fine art and educational organizations accessible in our region.”

Beginning in January, courses will be offered at the Barnes Foundation, La Salle University, West Chester University, Harriton High School (Main Line School Night), Allens Lane Art Center and the Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts. The seminars conducted at these locations will enable students to analyze works of art in all mediums – this will be achieved through talks, readings and group discussions.
Anyone taking the course at La Salle University Art Museum or West Chester University may receive up to three continuing education units, and in cooperation with the Philadelphia Arts in Education Partnership (PAEP). Educators who successfully complete the course will be eligible for 35 Pennsylvania Act 48 Credits.
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Violette de Mazia Foundation 2009 Spring Course Selection
Learning to See the Art in Art: Part 1
Allens Lane Art Center, Philadelphia, Pa.
Tuesdays, Jan. 13 to April 7, 1-3 p.m.
Deborah Krupp, instructor
The Traditions in Art: Part II
West Chester University, West Chester, Pa.
Thursdays, Jan. 15 to April 30, 6-9 p.m.
Bill Perthes, instructor

Informed Perception: Part I
La Salle University Art Museum, Philadelphia, Pa.
Wednesdays, Jan. 21 to May 6, 6:15-9 p.m.
Bill Perthes, instructor
The Traditions in Art: Part II
The Barnes Foundation, Merion, Pa.
Tuesdays, Jan. 27 to May 5, 6-9 p.m.
Bill Perthes, instructor

Mastering the Method: Part III
The Barnes Foundation, Merion, Pa.
Wednesdays, Jan. 28 to May 6, 1-3 p.m.
Marilyn Bauman, instructor

Learning to See the Art in Art: Part I
Main Line School Night, Harriton HS, Rosemont, Pa.
Wednesdays, Feb. 25 to May 6, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Deborah Krupp, instructor

For registration information, please contact the Violette de Mazia Foundation at 610-971-9960 or visit www.demazia.org.

# # #
Through education programming, the Violette de Mazia Foundation (VDMF) works to promote projects and activities that guide, teach, advance and support an objective interpretation and appreciation of art. Using the Socratic Method, the programming advances the theories, methods and approaches developed by Dr. Albert C. Barnes, Violette de Mazia and John Dewey. A driving force behind the Barnes Foundation’s education program for more than 50 years, Violette de Mazia was the former Director of Education and former Vice President of the Board of Trustees at the Barnes in Merion, Pa. Established in 2005, the VDMF is a charitable foundation under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is affiliated with various educational institutions and art programs in Southeastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. To learn more about the Violette de Mazia Foundation and its education programs, call 610-971-9960 or visit www.demazia.org.

