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THE VIOLETTE DE MAZIA FOUNDATION INVITES THE PUBLIC TO HAVE AN ADVENTURE IN ART THIS FALL

VDMF announces two fall seminars on art appreciation and perception at Winterthur Museum and Country Estate and McKean High School
WAYNE, PA – July 25, 2008 – This fall, anyone keen on having an adventure in art is invited to apply for a “scholarship” to attend seminars in Wilmington, Del., on art appreciation organized and sponsored by the Violette de Mazia Foundation (VDMF). 

This year, VDMF is pleased to offer classes at Winterthur Museum and Country Estate and the Adult Continuing Education Program (ACEP) at McKean High School. The seminars entitled “Informed Perception” and “Learning to See the Art in Art” respectively will teach students an objective approach to appreciating art. VDMF offers scholarships to applicants on a first come basis. Individuals need nothing more than curiosity, sincere interest, and a serious commitment to “staying the course,” in order to reap great rewards: a deeper and richer enjoyment of art in art and in everyday experience.

Marilyn Bauman, director of education of the Violette de Mazia Foundation and course instructor says, “I am thrilled to be teaching this course at Winterthur. Both Albert Barnes and Henry Francis du Pont were great collectors and friends. Dr. Barnes’ objective method will lead students to exciting aesthetic adventures in this superb museum.”

During the course entitled “Informed Perception: An Objective Approach to Aesthetic Appreciation,” at Winterthur, students will practice what they learn by studying some of the 85,000 objects in Winterthur’s collection made or used in America between 1640 and 1860. The classes will be held in the Rotunda and the museum. The art course, which offers 20 “scholarships” provided by the Violette de Mazia Foundation, will be a first of its kind experience in the Winterthur setting. 
“We are very excited to be launching a new season of enriching art appreciation programs in Delaware,” says Marcelle Pick, president of the Violette de Mazia Foundation. “Attending our seminars will enable students to analyze works of art in all mediums – this will be achieved through talks, readings and group discussions.”

The Foundation develops and underwrites programs, projects and activities that are consistent with its mission: to advance, teach, study, promote and otherwise support the aesthetics and appreciation of art based on the theories and methods of Dr. Albert C. Barnes, John Dewey and Violette de Mazia. Violette de Mazia and Dr. Albert Barnes believed that education is a lifelong activity of growth, development and change and that life and art are inextricably linked. The VDM Foundation is dedicated to the continuance of these principles and offers courses of study to anyone interested in aesthetics using the Socratic Objective method. 

--more--
Free Seminars Offer Lessons in Art Appreciation
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Violette de Mazia Foundation 2008 Delaware Fall Course Selection
Violette de Mazia Foundation Presents Part I: Informed Perception

Winterthur Museum and Country Estate, Wilmington, DE

Oct. 1 to Dec 17, Wednesdays, 2-4 p.m.

Marilyn Bauman, instructor

For registration information, contact the Violette de Mazia Foundation at 610-971-9960 or visit www.demazia.org.
Deadline for applications is September 24, 2008.
Violette de Mazia Foundation Presents, Part 1: Learning to See the Art in Art

Adult Continuing Education Program (ACEP) at McKean High School, Wilmington, DE

Oct. 1 to Dec. 17, Tuesdays, 6:30–8:30

David Nolan and Ed Nolan, instructors
For registration information, contact Steve Miller at 302.651.2709
Thomas McKean High School

301 McKennan’s Church Road

Wilmington, DE 19808
Deadline for applications is September 9, 2008
# # #
Through education programming, the Violette de Mazia Foundation (VDMF) works to promote projects and activities that guide, teach, advance and support an objective interpretation and appreciation of art. Using the Socratic Method, the programming advances the theories, methods and approaches developed by Dr. Albert C. Barnes, Violette de Mazia and John Dewey. A driving force behind the Barnes Foundation’s education program for more than 50 years, Violette de Mazia was the former Director of Education and former Vice President of the Board of Trustees at the Barnes in Merion, Pa. Established in 2005, the VDMF is a charitable foundation under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is affiliated with various educational institutions and art programs in Southeastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. To learn more about the Violette de Mazia Foundation and its education programs, call 610-971-9960 or visit www.demazia.org.

