[image: image1.png]The Violette de Foundation




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Contact:
John Xuereb










610-520-6140 x202










jxuereb@alvare.com
SEMINAR OFFERS SOCRATIC PRESENTATION IN ART APPRECIATION
La Salle University and the Violette de Mazia Foundation Present 
Informed Perception: An Objective Approach to Aesthetic Appreciation
WAYNE, PA -- June 3, 2008 -- The individuals who nab the 20 “scholarships” to attend a seminar on art appreciation offered this July by La Salle University and the Violette de Mazia Foundation will need nothing more than curiosity, sincere interest, and a serious commitment to “staying the course,” in order to reap great rewards: a deeper and richer enjoyment of everyday visual experience.

This free seminar entitled “Informed Perception: An Objective Approach to Aesthetic Appreciation” is being offered through the collaboration of La Salle University’s College of Professional and Continuing Studies and the Violette de Mazia Foundation. The seminar will be held every Tuesday and Thursday, throughout the month of July, from 6 to 9:45 p.m., at the La Salle Art Museum and is open to educators, students, artists and lifelong learners. Participants may receive up to three continuing education units from this course, and in cooperation with the Philadelphia Arts in Education Partnership (PAEP), educators who successfully complete the course will be eligible for 35 Pennsylvania Act 48 Credits.

“We are excited to be able to work with La Salle’s Art Museum and its treasures once again,” says Marcelle Pick, president of the Violette de Mazia Foundation. “Through the museum’s fine collection our instructor Bill Perthes will introduce students to an objective method of appreciating visual expression that was established by Dr. Albert Barnes and Violette de Mazia.”
The seminar, with 20 “scholarships” available on a first-come basis, will expose students to an inclusive view of the relationship between art and daily life and encourage them to think creatively in order to make their own aesthetic discoveries. Students will be guided to experience the works of art in the La Salle University Art Museum and be given the tools to undertake personal and independent analyses of them. Talks, readings and group discussion, individual projects and lively classroom activities will be employed. The Museum is closed while classes meet; during this time, students enjoy private access to the collections.
“There are no prerequisites for admission to the course,” says Madeleine Viljoen, Director of the La Salle Art Museum. “But we ask individuals to make a serious commitment to participating for the full four weeks, which we know will have enormous lifelong rewards.”
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For registration information, call the La Salle Art Museum at 215-991-3680. The La Salle University Art Museum is located on the University’s main campus at 1900 West Olney Avenue in Philadelphia. For more information, visit www.lasalle.edu/museum. 
La Salle University is the only educational institution in the Philadelphia metropolitan area to own a permanent display of paintings, drawings and sculptures from the Renaissance to the present. What began as a modest study collection in the late 1960s for a degree program in art history has since blossomed into the La Salle Art Museum (LSAM), a small but significant cultural resource for the Philadelphia area Opened in 1976 and housed in a series of period rooms in Olney Hall on the University’s main campus in Philadelphia, LSAM’s comprehensive collection of European and American art from the Renaissance to the present and its various special collections strives to document this history with examples of most of the major art movements in a wide selection of styles and subjects.
Through education programming, the Violette de Mazia Foundation (VDMF) works to promote projects and activities that guide, teach, advance and support an objective interpretation and appreciation of art. Using the Socratic Method, the programming advances the theories, methods and approaches developed by Dr. Albert C. Barnes, Violette de Mazia and John Dewey. A driving force behind the Barnes Foundation’s education program for more than 50 years, Violette de Mazia was the former Director of Education and former Vice President of the Board of Trustees at the Barnes in Merion, Pa. Established in 2005, the VDMF is a charitable foundation under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code and is affiliated with various educational institutions and art programs in Southeastern Pennsylvania and Delaware. To learn more about the Violette de Mazia Foundation and its education programs, call 610-971-9960 or visit www.demazia.org.

# # #
